Marked-up Version of Amended Claims To Be Entered In Examiner^s Amendment 



1-35. (Cancelled) 



36. (Currently Amended) A service providing method of providing a current user of 
a first apparatus v^ith each service provided by a plurality of other apparatuses via a 
network, wherein the first apparatus is able to conmiunicate with each of the plurality of 
other apparatuses via the network and is locally connectable to a recording medium from 
among recording media that are uniquely assigned to users of the first apparatus, each 
recording medium has a media identifier as a imique identifier recorded thereon and is 
transportable, and each recording medium includes an area for storing encrypted unique 
information which is unique information that has been encrypted, said service providing 
method comprising: 

a service requesting operation of the first apparatus requesting a second apparatus 
to provide a service desired by the current user, the second apparatus being one of the 
plurality of other apparatuses; 

a first determining operation of the first apparatus determining whether a 
recording medium of the current user is locally connected to the first apparatus: 

a second detennining operation of the first apparatus determining whether a 
recording medium of the current user is locally connected to the first apparatus and stores 
encrypted unique information: 

a reading operation of, if a recording m e dium of the curr e nt user is locally 
conn e cted to th e first apparatus, the second apparatus reading the media identifier in the 
locally conn e ct e d recording medium locally connected to the first apparatus via the first 
apparatus and the networ k when the first apparatus determines in said first determining 
operation that the recording medium is locally connected thereto , and if a recording 
m e dium of th e curr e nt us e r is locally conn e ct e d to th e first apparatus and stor e s encrypt e d 
uniqu e information, the second apparatus reading the encrypted unique information in the 
locally conn e ct e d recording medium locally connected to the first apparatus via the first 
apparatus and the network when the first apparatus determines in said second determining 



operation that the recording medium is locally connected thereto and stores the encrypted 
unique information ; and 

a service providing operation of the second apparatus (i) generating a decryption 
key based on the media identifier read in said reading operation, (ii) generating unique 
information by decrypting the encrypted imique^ information read in said reading 
operation by using the generated decryption key, (iii) customizing the desired service 
according to the generated unique information, and (iv) transmitting the customized 
service to the first apparatusT , wherein: 

the encrypted unique information stored in each recording medium is encrypted 
user information that is inherent to a user assigned the recording medium and has been 
encrypted: and 

said service providing operation includes 

a user password receiving operation of the second apparatus receiving a 

user password fi-om the current user via the first apparatus. 

a decryption key generating operation of the second apparatus generating a 

decryption key based on read media identifier read in said reading operation and 

the user password received in said user password receiving operation, 

a decryption operation of the second apparatus decrypting the encrypted 

user information that has been read in said reading operation by using the 

decryption key generated in said decryption key generation operation, and 

a customizing operation of the second apparatus customizing the desired 

service for the current user according to the user information decrypted in said 

decryption operation. 

37. (Previously Presented) The service providing method of claim 36, wherein: 
in said reading operation, if encrypted unique information is not stored in the 
locally connected recording medium or a recording medium is not locally connected to 
the first apparatus, the second apparatus does not read encrypted unique information fi-om 
anywhere; and 



